
































August 4, 2022 

Mr. Michael J. Waguespack, Legislative Auditor 

Post Office Box 94397 

1600 North Third Street 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

Dear Mr. Michael Waguespack, 

Please consider the following communication as the Louisiana Department of Education’s (LDE) response to the 
Louisiana Legislative Auditors review, “Louisiana Charter School Compliance with Economically Disadvantaged 
Enrollment Requirements,” issued in August 2022. 

First, I would like to thank the Louisiana Legislative Auditor (LLA) and, specifically, the individuals within the 
Performance Audit Services division for conducting a thorough and collaborative review.  I am proud of the 
partnership with which members of the LLA and LDE teams worked together to ensure that the information 
presented in this report is accurate and reflective of the nuances involved in charter school authorizing and 
oversight in Louisiana. 

While I recognize that there is much work to be done, this report also highlights elements of the work to be 
celebrated.  In fact, this report shows that while the statewide portfolio of charter schools has grown from 80 
schools in 2016-2017 to 107 in the 2021-2022 school year, the number of schools not meeting enrollment 
requirements, eleven, is the lowest ever (Exhibit 3).   

Additionally, when considering the charter schools overseen directly by the LDE, 7.5% of schools are currently 
failing to meet requirements.  In fact, in 2021-2022 school year, 37 of 40 schools in the BESE-authorized charter 
portfolio enrolled the required number of economically disadvantaged students (Exhibit 4).   

In addition to the results shared in this report, the LLA makes several key observations with which LDE concurs. 
Namely, regarding performance differences between schools that meet enrollment requirements and those that 
do not as well as the limited degree to which the LDE can currently affect change across local authorizers in the 
area of required student enrollment.     

As the review states, schools that fail to meet enrollment requirements historically perform at higher levels than 
schools that do meet requirements.  This should not be.   

The LDE’s “Believe to Achieve: Educational Priorities”, the Department’s roadmap to improve outcomes for all 
Louisiana students, states that “choice expands opportunity”.  It is the work of this administration, as well as that 
of our colleagues serving in local systems across the state, to ensure that we not only expand choice where it is 
most needed but that we also expand choices for whom they are most needed.     
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To that end, the LDE has enacted a set of interventions that have led to recent improvements.  LDE requires 
weighted lotteries for the schools within the BESE portfolio that are failing to meet enrollment requirements.  
Additionally, schools that fail to meet enrollment requirements must submit annual enrollment and recruitment 
plans that outline the actions that each charter will take to diversify enrollment and meet required percentages. In 
a third crucial point, the LDE intentionally considers each school’s economically disadvantaged enrollment 
compliance across key elements of oversight including the Charter School Annual Reviews published on an annual 
basis as well as in the course of material amendment requests and renewal decisions.  One need only review the 
last year of the discussions heard at the School Innovation and Turnaround Committee (SIT) of BESE to 
understand that the LDE and BESE is committed to engaging with these issues and to administering a program in 
line with the intent of the charter school program outlined in R.S. 17:3971.  
 
With regard to the relationship between local authorizers and the LDE in terms of setting and enforcing 
expectations for local authorizers, we agree with the LLA’s interpretation of the relationship between the LDE and 
local charter school authorizers.  The LLA correctly describes that the LDE has relatively no authority to affect 
change in the area of economically disadvantaged student enrollment in charter schools authorized by local 
school systems.  There is no clear pathway for the LDE to set expectations for local authorizers nor to hold them 
accountable from a legal or statutory perspective.   
 
That said, the LDE is excited to announce a series of initiatives, beginning in fall 2022, focused on enhancing the 
partnership and resource-sharing between the LDE and local authorizers.  For example, this fall, the LDE will 
launch the inaugural class of the “Excellence in Authorizing” fellowship in which members of the LDE team and 
representatives of local charter authorizers across the state will receive intensive professional development from 
national leaders in the field of charter school authorization and oversight.  This development will be grounded in 
Louisiana context as well as national best practices as an eventual goal of this fellowship is to develop a 
standardized set of authorization and oversight principles to be adopted by authorizers statewide.   
 
We believe that through strong, intentional partnerships with local authorizers, we can not only reach our goal of 
100% of schools serving at least the required percentage of economically disadvantaged students but also that we 
may become a cohesive, statewide system of excellent authorizers driving toward successful outcomes for all 
students.   
 
In sum, this is priority work for the Office of School Choice and the LDE and while we are encouraged by the 
progress that we have seen thus far, we know there is still much work to do.  I would like to again thank the 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor and team members for this important work.  Just as we know it is vitally important 
to provide oversight and accountability to our schools, we too must be held accountable in order to accomplish 
incredible things for Louisiana students.   
 

In Service,  

 
 
 
Cade Brumley 
State Superintendent of Education 
Louisiana Department of Education 
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