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The Honorable Parish President, Honorable Councilmembers, 
and Citizens of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana 

State law requires that all local governments in Louisiana publish audited financial statements 
within six months of the close of each fiscal year in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles ("GAAP"). Pursuant to these statutes, we hereby issue the Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report ("CAFR") of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana for the year ended December 
31, 2016, for your review. 

This report, which complies with all applicable legal requirements of the Jefferson Parish 
Charter, has been combined and condensed wherever possible to provide meaningful and 
accurate financial data for all of the operations of the Parish (the Reporting Entity) for which the 
Parish Council members have been determined to be accountable. Responsibility for both the 
accuracy of the presented data and the completeness and fairness of the presentations, including 
all disclosures, rests with the Parish's Administration. We believe the data, as presented, is 
accurate in all material respects and presented in a manner which fairly sets forth the financial 
position and results of operations of the Parish. Furthermore, we believe that all disclosures 
necessary to enable the reader to gain an understanding of the Parish's financial activities have 
been included. 

The Parish's independent certified public accountants, Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC, have 
examined the accompanying financial statements and issued an unmodified (or "clean") opinion 
that the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2016, of Jefferson Parish, 
Louisiana, are fairly presented in conformity with GAAP. The independent auditor's report is 
located at the front of the financial section of this report. 

The independent auditors also performed a "single audit" of all federal grant awards for 
conformance with the provisions of the Single Audit Act and Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). The single audit and evaluation of the 
Parish's system of internal accounting controls are required by generally accepted auditing 
standards. Information related to this single audit is provided in a separate report which includes 
comments and recommendations resulting from the assessment of the internal accounting 
controls of Jefferson Parish. These recommendations will be evaluated by the Parish's 
Administration and will be implemented to the extent that the additional control objectives are 
cost beneficial to the Parish in relation to the concept of reasonable assurance that assets are 
properly safeguarded and that financial transactions are properly recorded. 

General Government Building - 200 Derbigny Street - Gretna, LA 70053 - P.O.Box 9 - Gretna, LA 70054 
Office 504.364.2767 
www.jeffparish.net 
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Management's Discussion and Analysis ("MD&A") immediately follows the independent 
auditor's report and provides a narrative introduction, overview, and analysis to accompany the 
basic financial statements. The MD&A complements this letter and should be read in 
conjunction with it. 

PROFILE OF THE PARISH OF JEFFERSON 

Jefferson Parish, Louisiana was established in 1825 and was named in honor of President 
Thomas Jefferson, commemorating his role in purchasing the Louisiana territory from France in 
1803. The Parish originally extended from present day Felicity Street in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
to the St. Charles Parish line. As Orleans Parish grew, it annexed from Jefferson Parish such 
established areas as the Garden District, Lafayette, Jefferson, and Carrollton. The present 
boundary was set in 1874, and in 1884 the seat of Parish government was transferred to Gretna, 
where it remains to this day. 

The Parish straddles the Mississippi River and encompasses some 359 square miles of land from 
Lake Pontchartrain on the north to the Gulf of Mexico on the south. 

Future job growth in Jefferson Parish is expected to be concentrated heavily in the construction 
and service industries, especially in professional services such as law, medicine, accounting, 
engineering, information technology, and financial services. 

Jefferson Parish offers some of the finest medical care in the nation with world-renowned 
institutions staffed by pioneering physicians. The Parish provides oversight to its hospital, in 
East Jefferson, and privately owned institutions that provide a full range of services including 
acute care as well as specialized services. In addition, Jefferson Parish Hospital Service District 
No. 1 ("District") d/b/a West Jefferson Medical Center executed a Master Hospital Lease, 
effective October 1, 2015, for the lease of the Hospital and all other real property owned by the 
District that is used in connection with the business, control and operations of the facilities. 

There are no local, personal, or corporate income taxes in Jefferson Parish. Furthermore, there 
are no state ad valorem (property) taxes, and local property taxes and water rates in our Parish 
are among the lowest in the nation. 

REPORTING ENTITY AND ITS SERVICES 

The Parish of Jefferson's system of government was established by its Home Rule Charter which 
became effective in 1958 with charter amendments in 1996, 2002, 2011, and 2014. The Parish 
operates under a president-council form of government with seven Councilmembers and a Parish 
President who are each elected for four-year, concurrent terms. 

The Parish President is the Chief Administrative Officer of the Parish. The Parish President is 
responsible to the Parish Council for carrying out policies adopted by the Council, and is the 
supervisor of all Parish departments and offices. He has the power to appoint and remove, 
subject to the provisions of the Charter, all administrative officers and employees responsible to 
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