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APPENDIX B:  SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 
 

 
We conducted this analysis under the provisions of Title 24 of the Louisiana Revised 

Statutes of 1950, as amended.  This analysis focused on the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance 
Program (SNAP) transactions by single person households between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 
2013.  The purpose of this analysis was to: 

 
Determine if SNAP benefits, between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2013, for a single person 

household were spent after the participant was deceased. 
 

The scope of our audit was significantly less than that required by Government Auditing 
Standards. We believe the evidence obtained provides a reasonable basis for our findings and 
conclusions.  To conduct this analysis, we: 
 

 Obtained an electronic copy of the following: 

 Deceased individuals from the Social Security Administration - Death 
Master file (SSA-DMF)  

 Deceased individuals from the Department of Health and Hospitals - 
Center of State Registrar & Vital Records (Vital Records) 

 SNAP data for single person households 

 Louisiana Purchase card transactions between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 
2013. 

 Compared the deceased individuals from SSA-DMF and Vital Records to the 
SNAP benefits spent to determine if any monies were spent after the participant’s 
death.   

 Considered a participant to be deceased if he/she met the following criteria: 

 SSA-DMF or Vital Records data matched the SNAP benefit data on social 
security number, date of birth, last name and first name; or social security 
number, date of birth, and first name; or social security number, date of 
birth and last name; or social security number, first name and last name.   

 Determined the reliability of the Vital Records death information by obtaining 
death certificates for 29 individuals. Based on this testing, the data was reliable. 

 Discussed the results of our analysis with DCFS management. 
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